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WRITTEN ASSEMBLY QUESTION
FOR ANSWER BY THE MINISTER FOR
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

ON 27 OCTOBER 2009

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): What measures is the Minister taking to improve access to clinical experts for patients with rare diseases. (WAQ55024)
Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): What measures is the Minister taking to improve access to diagnostic and treatment services for patients with rare diseases. (WAQ55025)
Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): What discussions has the Minister had about commissioning a review of services for patients with rare diseases. (WAQ55026)

Edwina Hart:  In June a European Union (EU) Council Recommendation was agreed on rare diseases which suggested the creation of a ‘National Plan’ for rare diseases.  I have taken note of the EU Council Recommendation and I am also conscious that by their very nature these conditions are many and varied and there may be a potential benefit of thinking in a wider context than just Wales.  My officials have met with representatives of Rare Disease UK, which describes itself as the national alliance for people with rare diseases and all who support them, and are also in contact with the Department of Health on a how best to respond to the Council Recommendation.  
I will give careful consideration, based on the understanding of patient needs and possible responses, to what emerges from that work.

