[Insert your address here]

[Insert name of MP] MP
House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA









         Date
Dear [insert name] MP,

Re: EDM 978: International Rare Disease Day

I am writing to you as my MP to ask you to show your support for Rare Disease Day, which took place on the 28th February, by signing up to EDM 978 welcoming the day. 

[You might like to insert a paragraph here about your interest in rare disease e.g. do you belong to a patient organisation, do you or a family member have a rare disease. Are you a clinician etc.]

Rare Disease Day is an international event that takes place every year. It is an opportunity to raise awareness of rare diseases and to ensure that rare diseases are rightly considered a public health priority. There are over 6000 rare diseases affecting over 3.5 million people in the UK. Collectively, rare diseases are not rare. 

The theme for Rare Disease Day this year is “Patients and Researchers: Partners for Life” and the emphasis is on the importance of research and development for rare diseases and accessibility to clinical trials. There is no adequate cure or treatment available for the vast majority of people with rare diseases. Without research this will remain the case. As a result, research is fundamental to improving the lives of people with rare diseases and their families. 
I hope that you will lend your support to Rare Disease Day by signing the EDM.

Yours sincerely,

[Insert name]

[Insert organisation if appropriate]
