[Insert your address here]
[Insert name of MLA]

Northern Ireland Assembly

Parliament Buildings

Belfast

BT4 3XX









[Date]
Dear [Insert name] MLA,

Rare Disease Day 2010 reception – Parliament Buildings 4th March

I/we understand that you have received an invitation from Rare Disease UK, the National Alliance for people with rare diseases and all who support them, to attend a reception on the 4th March at 2pm to mark Rare Disease Day 2010. I/we am/are writing to you as my/our Assembly member to ask you to show your support for Rare Disease Day by attending the reception. 
[You might like to insert a paragraph here about your interest in rare disease e.g. do you belong to a patient organisation, do you or a family member have a rare disease. Are you a clinician etc.]

Rare Disease Day is an international event that takes place every year. It is an opportunity to raise awareness of rare diseases and to ensure that rare diseases are rightly considered a public health priority. There are over 6000 rare diseases affecting over 3.5 million people in the UK and around 100,000 people in Northern Ireland. Collectively, rare diseases are not rare. Despite this there is no coherent strategy to deal with rare diseases in Northern Ireland or across the UK leading to delays in diagnosis, a lack of adequate healthcare and a lack of information for many rare disease patients. 
I/we hope you will support individuals and families affected by rare diseases and help raise awareness by attending the reception.
Yours sincerely,

[Insert name]

[Insert organisation (if applicable)]

